
The Appalachian Trail (A.T.) is the most important landscape east of the Mississippi. 
It connects rural communities and working farms and forests; squeezes through rapidly developing 
regions; and provides the foundation for unparalleled world-class outdoor recreation and tourism 
opportunities. Although the footpath and its surrounding narrow corridor are protected under federal law, 
the natural, cultural and historic resources found across the Appalachian Mountains are vulnerable to an 
expanding human footprint.

As one of America’s most beloved landmarks and hiking experiences, the A.T. is 
frequented by more than 3 million people every year. Its users hike all or part of the 
Trail, and their experience is enhanced by the A.T.’s diverse terrain, which includes rolling hills and 
mountains, deep valleys, forests, rivers and streams, open pastures and much more. Traversing 14 
states, the Trail passes through a myriad of federal, state, local and privately owned lands—and it 
spans 168 towns and communities along the way.

The A.T. is not just a footpath. To those who walk it, the Trail is a special place. Some 
hike to reconnect with nature or to escape the stress of city life and experience simplicity. 
Others visit for the physical and mental benefits or to meet new people and deepen existing 
friendships.

For the millions of residents in the Eastern United States who live near its landscape, the Trail 
offers additional benefits. Tourists support the economies in nearby towns and communities. 
The Trail itself presents unique hiking opportunities, and the land surrounding the A.T. offers 
recreational uses such as hunting, fishing and mountain biking. In addition, the A.T. is vital 
to sustaining clean water and air, maintaining wildlife migration patterns and in preserving our 
country’s significant cultural and historic resources. 

Much has been done over the years to protect and preserve the Trail. Yet the A.T. experience — 
with its pristine viewsheds, watersheds, and diversity of natural, cultural and historic resources — 
remains vulnerable to external threats. These threats are varied: poorly planned commercial, energy, 
and transportation development; suburban sprawl; noise pollution; climate change; and habitat 
fragmentation and destruction. Not only can these impact the Trail experience, but they can also 
affect the clean water, wildlife habitat and ecological resilience upon which so many nearby 
communities rely.  
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Opportunities exist to connect established conservation areas, conserve and promote historic and 
cultural features, and prevent land-use changes that impact pristine landscapes surrounding the Trail. 
Identifying and targeting a diverse variety of landscapes, watersheds and viewsheds has the potential to significantly 
enhance for future generations the natural, emotional, and economic value of a 2,191-mile stretch of the Eastern United 
States. 

The multi-jurisdictional complexity of the A.T. requires a large landscape-scale conservation strategy that involves 
commitments from a variety of stakeholders. The Appalachian Trail Conservancy and the National Park Service have laid 
the foundation to bring together a coalition of private and public entities in a concerted new way that facilitates joint 
strategies and actions. 

The Appalachian Trail Landscape Partnership exists to safeguard the unique values of the landscape associated with the 
A.T. and the Appalachian Mountain Range. The Partnership will:

In October 2017, nearly 70 conservation leaders representing agencies and organizations along the 
entire length of the Trail gathered for the third annual meeting of the Appalachian Trail Landscape Partnership to embrace 
a shared vision and mission statement, design the frameworks for coalition governance and communications, and build 
strategies to advance land conservation in high priority focus areas on and adjacent to the Trail. 

   Connect people along the Appalachian Trail and across the broader A.T. landscape to foster information  
  exchange and to discuss challenges, objectives and key conservation strategies.

   Collaborate with partners to help craft and implement local, regional and federal programs and policies  
  that advance our conservation goals.

   Conserve, with partners, priority lands to achieve our collective goals. 

   Communicate across geographies and sectors the importance of conserving the broader natural and  
  cultural landscapes associated with the A.T.

Participants from the 2017 A.T. Landscape Conservation Initiative
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To join or for more information, contact: 
Dennis Shaffer, ATC Director of Landscape Conservation, at dshaffer@appalachiantrail.org or call 802.552.4738
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